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MARK’S TESTIMONY 
I was born in Canada to Roman Catholic Portuguese parents. When I was 
4, we moved back to Portugal. I grew up to become very religious and 
involved in the church. When I was 12, I met missionaries Allen and 
Barbara Newton. Through many hours of faithful witnessing they 
showed me in the Word of God that I was a sinner and that Jesus had 
died for me, personally. In October 1993, I called upon Jesus to be my 
personal Savior. Shortly after I got saved, I knew the Lord was calling me 
into the ministry. For a few years I ran away from His call. Finally, in 
2000, I surrendered to God’s call and started studying under Pastor Allen 
Newton at the IBEV seminary, where I assisted the Newtons church 
planting efforts in various ways. After graduating in 2002, I helped Pr. 
Newton as Assistant Pastor in the church in Albufeira. Aura and I got 
married in 2004 and the church voted me in to be their pastor. It is 
through this indigenous church that we believe the Lord is calling us to 
help start other churches in Portugal and train workers for these new 
ministries.           

AURA’S TESTIMONY 
I was born into a Christian family. I was saved at the age of 7, through the 
influence of a godly Sunday School teacher. Even though I had been taught 
about the Lord since birth, it was only then I received Him as my Lord and 
Savior. When I was 8 years old, my family moved to Portugal to be church-
planting missionaries. As a young adult, I knew the Lord would have me 
involved in full-time ministry. After I graduated from high-school, I went 
back to America where I was in Bible College for a year. I returned to 
Portugal in 2002 and did some more studies at the IBEV seminary, while 
helping my parents with their ministries. On my birthday in 2003, Mark 
proposed and we were married in May 2004. Portugal is home for me and I 
am excited that the Lord has called us to serve Him in this needy country.       

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE 
Mark has completed a bachelors degree at IBEV seminary in December 2002 
Since 2004, we have served faithfully at Igreja Baptista Esperança Viva (Living Hope Baptist Church). During this time, 
some of our ministries include: 

• Teaching Adult and Childrens’ Sunday School classes. 
• Starting and directing a Children’s Bible Club. 
• Starting an English services and outreach (many English speakers in our part of the country) 
• Training pastors and workers at our Bible Institute. 
• Organizing a new church out of our church. 
• Leading choir and working in music ministries. 
• Writing, translating and publishing materials in the Portuguese language. 

We have seen many people saved and baptized in our ministries and have been involved in training and discipling 
people in our church.  



 

Pastor Todd Strickilin, Narragansett Bay Baptist 
Church 

It is a singular honor for me to have this opportunity to 
recommend Mark and Aura Pereira as church-planting 
missionaries in the country of Portugal. For Narragansett Bay 
Baptist Church this is an incredible privilege to team together 
with a seasoned missionary couple for such a time as this. Our 
God has uniquely gifted and prepared the Pereiras to launch an 
intensive effort to establish churches, possibly unlike anything 
witnessed in Portugal’s long history. 
For such a time as this. There is perhaps no expression that 
better describes Brother Mark. From his years growing up on 
St. George Island, Azore Islands, Portugal, the path of the Lord’s 
leading him has been undeniable. For those that have heard the 
story of how Mark came to the Lord, you are aware of the 
startling display of God’s sovereignty and the extent to which 
He will go to reach just one. The intricate interweaving of lives 
that allowed Mark to be the fruit of missionary investment and 
labor is an encouragement to us all and a ready reminder to the 
Pereiras. 
While visiting the country of Portugal in Spring 2007, I had the 
opportunity to meet Bro. Mark while addressing a group of 
American missionaries there. What was immediately apparent 
was the obvious and profound respect that these men had for 
this younger, national pastor. What has become more evident 
since is the fresh perspective and unique manner in which he 
has been used by the Lord. What others were assuming could 
not be done, the Pereiras, depending on the Holy Spirit to guide 
them, have accomplished. Pastoring the country’s strongest 
independent, Baptist church has given them an uncommon 
opportunity for personal growth and development and now a 
ministry center from which to labor. 
Returning to Portugal, in April 2012 I had the distinct pleasure 
of preaching a missions conference where the Pereiras serve, 
Igreja Baptista Esperança Viva (Living Hope Baptist Church), 
Albufeira, Portugal. Witnessing what the Lord has accomplished 
through the faithful ministry of the Pereiras, we had numerous 
opportunities to continue a conversation, carried on over the 
course of several years, regarding what God was leading them 
to initiate in the way of church planting. Since then we have 
prayerfully agreed with the Lord for NBBC to partner with Mark 

and Aura as they minister with the team God has given them in 
Albufeira to plant churches across Portugal.  
It is my sincerest prayer and encouragement to you that you 
would receive the Pereiras with joy, observe the character and 
testimony they demonstrate, and bless them on their journey 
by partnering with them for such a time as this. Please do not 
hesitate to let me know how we can assist you in joining with 
us in this unmatched opportunity to labor under the Great 
Commission with the Pereiras in Portugal. 
 
Allen Newton, Missionary to Portugal 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a few words about 
Mark and Aura Pereira. Aura is my daughter, and Mark is my 
son in the faith. I met Mark during our second term as 
missionaries in the Azore Islands of Portugal. He was twelve 
years old, and I had the privilege of leading him to the Lord a 
year later. 
A few years later, we moved to mainland Portugal to start a 
church. Mark was in university at the time, but believed that 
God would have him in full-time ministry. He served and 
studied faithfully under me as we planted a church in southern 
Portugal. In 2004, he both married Aura and became the pastor 
of the church, freeing my wife and I up to move to a new 
location and start planting another church. 
They have served there faithfully ever since. Their faithfulness 
has been tried by having to keep a church going through many 
ups and downs. They have seen many church members leave 
for economic reasons, yet the church remains and is strong 
under their leadership. 
Portugal is in great need spiritually. There are very few faithful 
churches, and many large areas have never had a consistent 
Gospel witness. Mark and Aura believe the Lord would have 
them spearhead a new wave of church planting here. We are 
excited to see this new generation of laborers moving forward 
with the great commission, and I believe this young couple is 
going to be used of God greatly to see Portugal covered with 
Bible-believing, New Testament churches, to the glory of God. 
Please consider supporting them in this effort. God will 
accomplish His work, but what a wonderful opportunity we 
have to be in the yoke with Christ! 
 
 

 
 
   

OUR VISION & GOALS 
Portugal has a great need for evangelizing, bible-teaching churches. According to the latest statistics, 9 out 
of 10 people claim to be Roman Catholic, with no hope of salvation. For a population of 11 million people, 
Portugal has 7 organized independent Baptist Churches and only 2 Portuguese national pastors. With 
several students taking our Bible Institute classes and a new church plant already going, we believe the 
church that I pastor in Southern Portugal is in a unique situation to spearhead a new wave of church 
planting that will reach the many cities in Portugal that have never had a Gospel preaching church.  



 
 
 
 
I. We Believe in God 
We believe in the one true, living God 
(Deut. 6:4; I Co. 8:4,6; I Thess. 1:9; Jer. 
10:10) Who is infinite in His being and 
perfection (Job 11:7-9; 26:14). God is an 
incorporeal, invisible spirit (Jo. 4:24; I 
Ti. 1:17; Lu. 24:39). God is 
unchangeable, eternal, omnipotent, all-
knowing, ubiquitous, and holy.  God 
works all things after the counsel of 
His own will and for His ultimate 
glory (Ja. 1:17; I Kg. 8:27; Ps. 90:2; 145:3; 
Ge. 17:1; Rm. 16:27; Is. 6:3; Eph. 1:11; 
Rm. 11:36). Therefore, since God is 
holy, He is just in the absolute sense.  
He hates sin and will not allow any sin 
to go unpunished (Ne. 9:32-33; Ps. 5:5-
6; Na. 1:2-3; Ex. 34:7). God is love and 
exercises mercy toward all men by 
being longsuffering and abundant in 
goodness and truth. I believe that He 
forgives iniquity, transgression, and 
sin and that He is a rewarder of them 
that seek Him (I Jo. 4:8,16; Ex. 34:6,7; 
Hb. 11:6). In the unity of the Godhead 
there are three Persons that are of the 
same substance, power and eternity: 
God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit (I Jo. 5:7; Mt. 3:16,17; 
28:19; II Co. 13:14).  
A. God The Father 
We believe in God the Father as having 
the primacy of the authority in the 
Godhead. From Him proceed all the 
divine attributes. God the Father is a 
spirit and has never been seen by 
anyone except the Son (John 1:18). The 
Father proceeds from no one and is not 
begotten; the Son was eternally 
begotten of the Father and the Holy 
Spirit proceeds eternally from the 
Father and the Son (Jo 1:14,18; 15:26; 
Ga. 4:6).  
B. God The Son 
We believe in Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, the second Person of the 
Trinity, and only mediator between 
God and men, having taken, when the 
fullness of time was come, the human 
nature with all its properties but 
without sin. (Is. 42:1; I Pe. 1:19,20; Jo. 
3:16; I Tim. 2:5; Jo. 1:1,14; I Jo. 5:20; Phil. 
2:6; Gal. 4:4; Hb. 2:14,16,17; 4:15). Jesus 
was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit in Mary’s womb before she 

knew a man (Lu. 1:27,31,35; Ga. 4:4). In 
Jesus were inseparably combined in 
the same Person, two complete, perfect 
and distinct natures, without 
conversion, composition or confusion, 
for He was complete God, and 
complete man being, nevertheless, one 
Christ (Lu. 1:35; Col. 2:9; Rom. 9:5; I Pe. 
3:18; I Tim. 3:16; Rom. 1:3,4; I Tim. 2:5). 
I believe in Jesus Christ as Prophet, 
Priest, King, Head and Saviour of His 
church, Heir of all things and Judge of 
the world (Ac. 3:22; Hb. 5:5,6; Ps. 2:6; 
Lu. 1:33; Hb. 1:2; Ac. 17:31). The Lord 
Jesus, in His human nature, was full of 
the Holy Spirit and of all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge (Jo. 3:34; 
Col. 2:3). The Lord Jesus was crucified 
for the sins of mankind, died, was 
buried, and resurrected from the dead 
the third day, ascended unto Heaven 
where He sits at His Father’s right 
hand interceding for mankind,  from 
where He shall return, triumphant, 
first to call to Himself His redeemed 
and, finally to establish on the earth 
His millennial kingdom (Phil. 2:8; Ac. 
2:23,24,27; 13:37; Rom. 6:9; I Co. 15:3-5; 
Mk. 16:19; Rom. 8:34; I Thess. 4:16-17; 
Rev. 20:2-7). The Lord Jesus, with His 
perfect sacrifice, pleased the Father’s 
justice, and not only accomplished the 
reconciliation between the Most Holy 
God and men, but also an eternal 
inheritance in heaven for all who will 
trust in Him (Rom. 5:19; Hb. 9:15).  
C. God The Holy Spirit 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
perfect God and the third Person of the 
Trinity. To the Holy Spirit are given in 
the Scriptures many attributes that are 
also given both to the Father and the 
Son: Jehovah, Lord of Hosts, Most 
High, God, Eternal, Omni-present, All-
knowing, Omnipotent, Creator (Hb. 
3:7-9; Is. 6:3, 8-10; Act. 28:25; Ps. 
78:17,21; Act. 7:51; 5:3,4; Hb. 9:14; Ps. 
139:7-13; I Co. 2:10; Rom. 15:19; Job 
33:4). The Holy Spirit was sent to the 
world after the ascension of Christ and 
proceeded from the Father. As such, 
He gives joy to the saints, edifies the 
church, witnesses of Christ, gives 
God’s love and hope to the saints, 
teaches the saints and lives in them (Jo. 

15:26; 16:7; I Thess. 1:6; Act. 9:31; Rom. 
5:3-5; Ga. 5:5; Jo. 14:26; 14:17). It is only 
through His presence that the things of 
God are revealed to us (I Co. 2:10,13; 
Jo. 16:14). It is He that calls and 
enables, through the gifts, workers for 
the Christian work. That work, 
spiritual in nature, is spiritually 
directed by the Holy Spirit of God. 
(Act. 13:2; 16:6-7; Jo. 16:13; I Co. 12: 7-
11).  
II. The Bible 
We believe the Bible is the Word of 
God, the only sufficient, sure and 
infallible rule of saving knowledge, 
faith and obedience (II Ti. 3:15-17; Is. 
8:20; Lu. 16:29,31; Eph. 2:20). Being the 
Word of God, the Bible must be always 
read in its literal sense. If there is not a 
clear indication that a passage is to  
be interpreted in a symbolical way, the 
same should be interpreted literally. 
While men can obtain a limited 
knowledge of the nature and power of 
God through the works of His creation, 
I believe that salvation comes only 
through faith and that faith comes 
through the Word of God (Rm. 1:20; I 
Co. 1:21). All of the Bible’s books (Old 
and New Testament) were written by 
divine inspiration and preserved 
through time in the original languages 
(Hebrew and Greek) (Lu. 16:29,31; Eph. 
2:20; Re. 22:18,19; II Ti. 3:16). The 
infallible interpretation of Scripture is 
to use Scripture to interpret Scripture. 
The hardest passages to understand 
are explained through the simpler 
passages. To understand God’s 
revealed truth in His Word, personal 
illumination by the Holy Spirit is 
required. (II Pe. 1:20,21; Ac. 15:15,16; II 
Co. 2:10-12). We use the King James 
Version for all teaching and preaching 
in English. 
III. Heaven and Hell 
We believe the Bible speaks the truth 
when it speaks of Heaven and Hell as 
literal places. Heaven is the place 
created by God, also called Paradise, 
where His glory resides and where He 
is forever glorified by the angels, all 
the other celestial hosts, and the saints 
of the Old and New Testaments that 
have placed their hope in God’s 



provision for their salvation. I believe 
that Hell exists, a place created by God 
so that His justice can condemn those, 
who being part of His creation that 
were aware of sin, have rejected God’s 
only plan for their salvation. That 
condemnation is eternal. I believe these 
places are part of the invisible creation 
of God (Col. 1:16).  
IV. The Spiritual World  
God is the Creator of both the material 
and physical world, and of the spiritual 
and invisible one. The angels, 
supernatural creatures made by God 
for the fulfilling of His will, are part of 
that creation. They are sent by God to 
protect and help His people; their 
powers are above human imagination. 
I believe that in some point in history 
there was a rebellion among God’s 
angels. That rebellion was headed by 
Lucifer, the most perfect angel.  He 
took with him one third of the angels 
when he rebelled. For them there is no 
salvation (Is. 14:12-14; I Pe. 2:4; Ez. 
28:12-17).  
V. Satan 
Lucifer, Devil, and Satan are several of 
the names given to the same real and 
operative being that leads the attacks 
against God and His creation. Pride, 
rebellion and deceit are his main 
features. Satan works non-stop so that 
God’s glory will not shine.  He also 
keeps men from God’s glory, leading 
them to hell which they deserve 
because of their sin. Satan’s end (and 
his demons’ end) is the never ending 
flames of hell (Mt. 25:41; Jo. 8:44; Ez. 
28:17).  
VI. The Creation of the World 
We believe in God as the Creator and 
Sustainer of all existing things. We 
believe, therefore, in the biblical 
account of creation that we find in 
Genesis that the heavens, the earth, 
and all life forms were created in six 
twenty-four hour days.  
VII. The Human Condition 
We believe that God created the first 
man and the first woman in His 
likeness so that they could enjoy 
eternal, uninterrupted and perfect 
fellowship with Him. However, our 
first fathers, being seduced by Satan’s 
subtlety and temptation, sinned by 

eating of the forbidden fruit and fell 
from their original justice and 
fellowship with God (Gen. 3:13; II Co. 
11:3; Gen. 3:6-8; Ec. 7:29; Rm. 3:23). 
Hence, man became dead in trespasses, 
and completely deformed in all his 
faculties of body and soul (Gen. 2:17; 
Eph. 2:1; Tit. 1:15; Gen. 6:5; Jer. 17:9; 
Rom. 3:10-18). Being the root of all 
humanity, this sin’s guilt was imparted 
and the same corrupted nature was 
transmitted to all their posterity (Ps. 
51:5; Gen. 5:3; Job 14:4; 15:14). We 
believe that it is because of this original 
corruption that we are, in nature, 
opposed to all good and completely 
inclined to all that is bad, this nature 
being the source of all our 
transgressions (Rom. 8:7; 7:18; Ja. 1:14; 
Mt. 15:19). We believe that this 
corruption of nature remains even in 
the regenerate while they abide in their 
fleshly bodies (I Jo. 1:8,10; Rom. 
7:14,17,18,23; Ja. 3:2; Prov. 20:9; Ec. 
7:20).  
VIII. God’s Plan for Salvation 
We believe that salvation comes by 
grace through faith when we accept, 
receive, and rest only in Christ for 
justification, sanctification, and eternal 
life (Jo. 1:12; Ac. 16:31; Ga. 2:20; Ac 
15:11; Eph. 2:8,9). We believe that from 
the time we receive salvation we are 
positionally justified before God 
obtaining the forgiveness of our sins, 
not having any righteousness in 
ourselves but because it is imparted to 
us through the obedience and sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ (Rom. 4:5-8; II Co. 
5:19,21; Rom. 3:22,24,25,27,28; Tit. 3:5,7; 
Eph. 1:7; Jer. 23:6; I Co. 1:30,31; Rom. 
5:17-19). We believe that God continues 
to forgive the sins of those that are 
justified, and even though they can 
never depart from their justified 
position, they can loose fellowship 
with God and stop receiving His 
blessings until they humble 
themselves, confess their sins, ask for 
forgiveness, and renew their faith and 
repentance (Hab. 2:4; Gen. 15:6; Ps. 
130:3-4; Lu. 22:32; Jo. 10:28; Heb. 10:14; 
Ps. 89:31-33; 51:7-12; 32:5; Mt. 26:75; I 
Co. 11:30,32; Lu. 1:20).  
IX. The Church 

We believe in the local church, 
consisting in a company of professing, 
born-again believers in Jesus Christ, 
immersed on a credible confession of 
faith, and associated for worship, work 
and fellowship. I believe that the 
saints, united together in love, should 
congregate in churches that are local, 
militant, evangelizing, disciple makers, 
mission oriented and triumphant. The 
two offices determined by God for His 
churches are pastors, also called elders 
and bishops, and deacons. The pastors, 
whose job is to feed and pray for God’s 
people have to be well prepared and 
married. The deacons, whose job is to 
serve the church, also have to be men 
whose testimony is acknowledged by 
the church and married (Act. 20:28; I 
Tim. 3:1-13; Act. 6:1-7).  
X. The Ordinances 
We believe God instituted for His 
church two ordinances to represent 
Christ and His benefits and to confirm 
our interest in Him (I Co. 10:16; Ga. 
3:27). These two ordinances are 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. They 
were instituted by Jesus Christ and are 
only for the saved (Act. 8:12; I Co. 
11:27). Baptism is a symbol of the work 
of regeneration performed by God in 
the believer’s life and the giving of 
one’s self to God to live in newness of 
life (Col. 2:12; Mk. 1:4; Rom. 6:3-4). 
Baptism should be celebrated in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit (Jo 1:33; Mat. 28:19,20).  The 
exterior element of this ordinance is the 
water.  Because baptism is to represent 
the death, burial and resurrection of 
Christ, only the complete immersion of 
the body in water can fulfil the God 
given requirements for this ordinance 
(Mat. 3:16; Act. 8:39). Our Lord, on the 
night He was betrayed, instituted the 
ordinance of His body and blood called 
the Lord’s Supper to be observed in 
His church until the end of time. It is a 
symbol of the sacrifice of Himself in 
His death (I Co. 11:23-26). The exterior 
elements used in this ordinance are the 
bread and the cup and, since they 
represent the sinless body and blood of 
Christ being given for all men, these 
should be free of leaven, the symbol for 
sin (Lk. 22:19,20; I Co. 5:6-8). 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

CONTACT INFO 
 

For more information or to book us 
for a meeting please contact us 

 
PERSONAL INFO 
Phone: (401) 203-3700 

mark@reachportugal.com 
www.reachportugal.com 

 
SUPPORT & MAILING 

ADDRESS 
Narragansett Bay Baptist Church 

1642 West Shore Road, 
Warwick, RI 02889 

 
SENDING CHURCH 

Narragansett Bay Baptist Church 
Todd Stricklin, Pastor 
1642 West Shore Road, 

Warwick, RI 02889 
Phone: (401) 738-0600 

info@nbbcri.org 
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